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THE country will have its
first non-Malay, woman
‘two-star’ general. Mak-
ing h i s to r y w i l l b e

Brigadier-General Suriakala Suri-
abagavan, who will be promoted
tomajor-general at a ceremony in
conjunction with the 87th Army
Day in Kota Kinabalu on Sunday.
Army chief General Tan Sri Ah-
mad Hasbullah Mohd Nawawi
commended Suriakala, a grand-
mother of two, forher astute lead-
ership and top-notch officer
qualities.
“She needs minimal (or no) su-
pervision and can deliver where
itmattersmost.
“Suriakala is a very dedicated
officer andwe are proudandhon-
oured to have someone like her
serving in not only the army, but
the entire armed forces and na-
tion.
“We need more staff with her
calibre in all ranks, as she is a fine
example for others to emulate.

“The army is proud to present
her the second ‘star’. Well done!”
Hasbullah told the New Straits
Times.
He said despite the challenges
and hindrances she faced in her
private life and at
work, Suriakala al-
ways carried out her
duties exceptional-
ly.
Suriakala, who
will turn 60 on Oct
26, said she was
touched by the ges-
ture from the army
and armed forces.
“Neve r h ave I
i m a g i n e d t h a t
someday I would be
promoted to such an
esteemed level. My
family and I are for-
ever grateful to the
army for where I am today.
“I will continue to give my best
inmy undertakings.
“I hope my achievement will
spur other Malaysian women to
pursue a rewarding career in the
armed forces.”

Suriakala hails from Klang, Se-
langor, and is a mother to two
sons.
She is from the third intake of
women cadet officers from the
short-service commission, who

enlisted with the
armed forces in De-
cember 1981.
Her coursemates
i n c l u d e A r m y
deputy chief Lieu-
t e n a n t - G e n e r a l
Datuk Hasagaya Ab-
dullah.
After completing a
year of training at
the Officer Cadet
School in Port Dick-
son, she was com-
missioned as a sec-
ond-lieutenant in
1982.
She began work as

an assistant records officer with
the Records and Pensions Direc-
torate onDec 18 that year.
From there on, Suriakala con-
tinued her 38-year career with
the directorate, rising through
the ranks to become a major in

August 1993 and lieutenant-
colonel in December 2000.
In October 2008, she was pro-
moted to colonel and made the
army’s human resources (policy
and development) director.
On June 3, 2015, shewasmade a
brigadier-general to become per-
sonnel services division (man-
power branch) director at the
armed forces headquarters.
Suriakala has master’s degrees
in management from Universiti
Malaya in 2000, and social sci-
ence (defence studies) from Uni-
versiti Kebangsaan Malaysia in
2006.
In May 2012, she attended a de-
fence resource management
course at the United States Naval
Postgraduate School in Mon-
terey, California.
Dental specialist Major-Gener-
al (Rtd) Datuk Dr Roshidah Ishak
was the first ‘one-star’ woman in
the military in January 2007, be-
fore becoming a ‘two-star’ gen-
eral in November 2015.
Brigadier-General Datuk Dr
Thavachelvi Tangarajah became
the second woman to be made a

‘one-star’ in 2009, and is still
serving as an obstetrics and gy-
naecology specialist at the Tu-
anku Mizan Armed Forces Hos-
pital inWangsaMaju.
Military intelligence officer
and former Armed Forces
sportswoman of the year, Brig-
adier- General (Rtd) Datuk
Norhuda Ahmad, was the first
woman non-medical officer to
became a ‘one-star’ general in
February 2011.
In November 2017, the Defence
Ministry’s former public rela-
tions deputy director, Major-
General (Rtd) Datuk Fadzlette
Othman Merican Idris Merican,
became the military’s second
woman ‘two-star’ general. She,
however, was seconded to serve
as press secretary to former
deputy primeministerDatuk Seri
Dr Ahmad ZahidHamidi.
The Royal Malaysian Air Force
had its first ‘one-star’ woman in
Brigadier-General (Rtd) Datuk
Yohanez Ahmad in August 2016.
The Royal Malaysian Navy has
yet to see its first ‘one-star’ ad-
miral.
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